


Understanding Genesis 1 & 2  

1. God exists 
2. God is the Eternal Creator 
3. God is distinct from creation 
4. God is personal 
5. God is a fellowship 
6. God has a goal in creation  
7. God creates by his word  
8. God is the source of light 
9. The goodness of creation 



Understanding Genesis 1 & 2  

άDŜƴ 1:1ς2:3 is a polemic against the religious concepts 
of the ancient Orient. God created the whole universe, 
by implication out of nothing, this is a rejection of the 
common notion that matter preexisted ǘƘŜ ƎƻŘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ 
of creation.  
 
The concept of man here is markedly different from 
standard Near Eastern mythology: man was not created 
as the lackey of the gods to keep them supplied with 
ŦƻƻŘΤ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƭŜǊ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ 
endowed by his creator with an abundant supply of 
ŦƻƻŘΦΦΦέ  
 

(Wenham, G. J. (1998). Vol. 1: Genesis 1ς15. Word Biblical Commentary. 
Dallas: Word). 



Genesis and Science  

1.   4th Century BCE, Aristotle, the iconic Greek Philosopher 
taught geocentricism. Fully developed by Claudius Ptolemaeus in 
the 2nd century AD- accepted model in secular academy and 
church for over 1000 years. 
2.   In 1543 Nicolas Copernicus caused great controversy when he 
published On the Revolutions of the Celestial Orbs, which 
proposed a heliocentric view; that is, the sun was fixed and the 
earth orbited it. 
3.   In 1632, Galileo published Dialogue Concerning Two Chief 
World Systems. Pitched in recent times as a great controversy 
between science and religion, it was in fact a conflict between 
Galileo and science and religion. That is, those to first attack 
Galileo and his theory of an earth that moves were Aristotelian 
Philosophers. The Roman Catholic Church joined in too, for it 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ !ǊƛǎǘƻǘƭŜΩǎ ŦƛȄŜŘ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǾƛŜǿΦ  



Genesis and Science  

And Galileo was no Dawkins-like atheist, he 
deeply held that the Creator  
 

άάŜƴŘƻǿŜŘ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜƴǎŜǎΣ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘΣέ 
ώŀƴŘϐ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ άŦƻǊƎƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ōȅ 
some other means to give us knowledge which 
ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀǘǘŀƛƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳΦέ DŀƭƛƭŜƻ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
laws of nature are written by the hand of God in 
ǘƘŜ άƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
άƘǳƳŀƴ ƳƛƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΦέ   
 
(This and most of the following draws from the work by John Lennox, Seven Days that 
Divide the World) 



Genesis and Science  

No one now believes in geocentrism- even 
though at the time many in the church thought it 
threatened the authority of the Bible. 
 
What is being suggested and proposed here is 
that an old earth/ancient universe position can 
be held on the basis of reading Genesis 1, and 
that is in no way undermines or refutes the 
testimony of the Bible. 
 
 



Genesis and Science  

Two errors we can make: 
 
1. Tying biblical interpretation too closely to 

science so that if the latter changes the 
former fails.  

2. Or, ignoring scientific findings out of fear and 
ignorance and thus present Christian faith as 
anti-intellectual.  



Augustine of Hippo  

A non-Christian knows something about the earth, the 
heavens.., and this knowledge he holds to as being 
certain from reason and experience. Now, it is a 
disgraceful and dangerous thing for an infidel to hear a 
Christian, presumably giving the meaning of Holy 
Scripture, talking nonsense on these topics;... If they 
find a Christian mistaken in a field which they 
themselves know well and hear him maintaining his 
foolish opinions about our books, how are they going to 
believe those books in matters concerning the 
resurrection of" the dead, the hope of eternal life, and 
ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΧΚ 



Two Main views of the Universe  

1. It is very, very old (Billions of years) 
2. It is around 6000 yo  ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨŘŀȅǎΩ ƛƴ DŜƴ м 

normal 24hr days (Young-earth creationism) 



Three Views of Genesis 1  

The 24-hour View Seven 24 hour days of one earth week, 

6000 years ago 

The Day-age View The days are in chronological order 

representing an unspecified length of time 

The Framework View The days exhibit a logical rather than 

chronological order 



 

1. Gen 1:5 uses yom not denoting a 24hr day but 
daylight as contrasted with night-time.  
2. Gen 1:5 uses yom  to mean a 24hr day (morning and 
evening) 
3. The use of yom on the seventh day is different from 
the others in that it is not qualified by the phrase 
άŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎέΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴǘƘ Řŀȅ DƻŘ ǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ 
but the sense is that the day continues; that is, it refers 
to an age or an epoch of time, rather than a 24hr day. 
пΦ DŜƴ нΥпΣ ά²ƘŜƴ DƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΧέ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΧέΦ  
 
άLƴ Ƴȅ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
night came,  we dreamed of a Řŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜΦέ 



How Old is the Universe?  

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  
 
 

How much time exists between God creating the 
Heavens and the earth (vv. 1-нύ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ 
activity on the earth over the 7 days of Gen 1 (v. 3cf)? 
 

 

3 !ƴŘ DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ ƭƛƎƘǘΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ 
ƭƛƎƘǘΧΦ!ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ 
morningτthe first day.  


